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CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 0442 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS MU US 

SUBJECT: OMANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TOW MISSILES 
REF: MUSCAT 397 DTG 060800Z APR 76 

1 . EMBASSY HAS HAD FURTHER CONVERSATIONS WITH OMANI 
MINDEF OFFICIALS CONCERNING TOW MISSILE ARSENAL. MINDEF 
HAS REFINED THINKING AND PLANNING; AS A RESULT, THEY 
NOW LOOK 

TOWARD MAINTENANCE OF TOW FOR MINIMUM OF 10 
YEARS IN OMANI ARSENAL. 

2. PRESENTLY, OMANIS HOLD 177 MISSILES, 20 OF THESE 
BEING OF PRACTICE TYPE. AS OUTLINED EARLIER, SULTAN S 
ARMED FORCES (SAF) WILL MAINTAIN READY SUPPLY AT EACH 
OF THREE SITES WHERE TOW PRESENTLY DEPLOYED. AS THIS 
READY BATTERY APPROACHES END OF 6 MONTH (UNPACKED) 
SHELF LIFE, MISSILES WILL BE USED FOR TRAINING. UN- 
DER THIS PLAN, NO SEPARATE SUPPLY OF TRAINING MISSILES 
WILL BE MAINTAINED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. SAF PLANNERS CALL FOR REPLENISHMENT OF STOCK 
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WHEN SUPPLY ON HAND APPROACHES 100 MISSILES; THIS 
IS IN ORDER TO SPIN OUT EXPENDITURES AND TO MAKE 
OPTIMUM USE OF NORMAL (PACKED) SHELF LIFE OF 5 
YEARS. UNDER THIS PLAN, SAF NOW PROPOSES RESUPPLY 
SCHEDULE AS FOLLOWS: 50 MISSILES IN DECEMBER 1978; 
100 MISSILES IN JUNE 1980; AND 50 MISSILES IN 
DECEMBER 1983. SAF PLANNERS ARE AWARE THAT THIS 
SCHEDULE WOULD BE BEYOND SCOPE OF DISCUSSIONS 
WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE LOOKING TOWARD FIRST MAN- 
UFACTURER'S CONTRACT. 

4. SAF OFFICIALS HAVE REQUESTED REACTION TO RE- 
SUPPLY SCHEDULE PROPOSED ABOVE. IF THIS APPEARS TO 
BE REASONABLE AND ACCEPTABLE PLAN, WHEN SHOULD 
STEPS BE TAKEN GO DECEMBER 1978 ORDER? 

WOLLE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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